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e eee Houſehold of Faith, and Fellow- 
Subjects in the Kingdom and Patience of Chrift, 


Song of you very earneſtly ſolicited me to publiſh this 
diſcourſe after the delivery of it ; which ſolicitation I could 
not then comply with, as I had ſo many things on my hands, 

and ſo little time to attend to them; but, having now pub- 
liſhed to the world the greateſt part of the dealings of God 


with me, I am willing to comply with your former requeſt. 


I choſe to dedicate this diſcourſe to you in humble ac- 
knowledgment of the manifold. favours which you have 
ſhewed me in the erection of the chapel, from your aſſidu- 
ous care in managing the outward matters thereof for me, 
without burdening me in the ſtudy; and from your liberality 
in ſupporting the cauſe of God with honour. 

I know the title of this diſcourſe will give an offence, as 
moſt people imagine all religion to be ſomething gloomy 
and melancholy, and that, as ſoon as perſons become ſerious 
in the ways of God, they immediately become miſerable, 
and therefore are fit for nothing but an hermitage or a mad- 
houſe. However, if there be no happineſs in the favour of 
God, I am ſure there is none in his wrath ; becauſe a guilty 
conſcience, which is the harbinger of wrath, always purſues 

the ſinner, 
Nor are real Chriftians without their various Seaſons; 
but then they are all of a ſpiritual nature, fit for ſpiritual 
gameſters; and hence it is that entangling the minds and af- 
ions of ſinners, and alluring them to Chriſt with goſpel 


AT ; promiſes, 


wi”. DEDICATION. 


ite, is called fiſhing; Mark | 17. e with 
God under the Spirit's influence ſor bleſſings is called wreſt- 
ling; ; Gen. xxxii. 24. Keeping up a cloſe union with God 
in goſpel diligence is called running the race that is ſet be- 
fore us; Heb. xii. 1. And graſping the higheſt attainments 
in grace is called attaining the mark that ſecures the prize 
of our high calling; Phil. iii. 14. In ſhort, he is allowed 
to be a good gameſter, and to play the beſt of games, that 
wins Chriſt, though he loſe every thing elſe. But what 
things were gain to me, theſe I accounted loſs for Chriſt : yea, 
doubtleſs, and ¶ count all things but loſs for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Chrift Feſus my Lord, for whom I have ſuf- 
Fered the loſs of all things, and do count them but dung that I 
may win Chriſt; Phil. iii. 7, 8. The Lord keep you all in 
the ſimplicity of the goſpel, and then you will play with 
| ſafety, though it be at the hole of the aſp. The breaſt of 
conſolation, in the mouth of crying and praying Faith, af- 
fords ſuch nouriſhment to Babes in Grace, and cauſes them 
to cleave ſo cloſe to the Father of all mercies and God 


of all comfort, that there is little room to ſuſpect the danger. 


of being envenomed at the hole of the aſp. That you may 
play a warrantable game, and come off with the * 18 
2 deſire and prayer of 

Him that loves you in the bowels of Chriſt, 


And is willing to ſerve you for his ſake, | 


WM. HUNTINGTON, 
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Isaran xi. 8. 
Aud * child ſhall 70 on the bole of the aſp. 


Ir is allowed by the choiceſt divines that, of all 
the prophets, Iſaiah is the moſt evangelical, as his 
| ſermons ſavour moſt of the dear Redeemer. And 
indeed Iſaiah's views of his birth, his temptations, 
his travels, his miniſtry, his death, his aſcenſion, his 
receiving and giving the Spirit, his ſeeing the travail 
of his ſoul in the converſion of the Gentiles; the 
univerſal ſpread of the goſpel, his predictions of 
theſe our iſles waiting for his law; the real experi- 
ence of Chriſtians, the glorious exaltation of Chriſt, 


his univerſal government, and eternal reign; are ſo. 


exactly pointed out, that, if he had fat in the eternal 
council of the Trinity, he could not have preached 


the doctrines of eternal election and abſulute pre- 


deſtination more clearly than he does. The deity 
_of Chriſt; his glorious offices, as king, prieft, and 
prophet; his government as à king, his ſacrifice as 
a prieſt, and his doctrines as a prophet; are ſo ſub- 
| A 3 5 limely 
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limely and profoundly handled, that it is as if he 
had ſpent his days on a mount of transfiguration ; 
on which he traces the manifold wiſdom of God 
from the ancient ſettlements of the Trinity down to 
the end of time, and to all eternity. Indeed he was 
one that lived, moved, and had his being, in the 
glorious viſions of God. He treats fo ſweetly of the 
foul-travail of awakened and quickened finners ; of 
the Lord's tender care over them ; their cordial re- 
ception into covenant favour ; their Juſtification by 
faith in the righteouſneſs bf Chriſt; the ſaints' hold- 
ing on their way without fainting, and the certainty 
of their poſſeſſing at laſt what God has promiſed in 
Chriſt Jeſus, called by this prophet, things which 
the eye hath not ſeen, ear heard, or heart of man 
conceived, and which are ſaid to be laid up for al 
that wait upon and wait for God. 

This prophet appears to be one of the —_ hots 
of David; and I believe he preached fifty or three- 
ſcore years; and at laſt was ſawn aſunder ; Heb. xi. 
373 and, as ſome of the Jews allow, under the reign 
of Manaſſeh, who they ſay was his grandſon, __ 
be prophet, in the beginning of this chapter, 
foretells of the coming of Jeſus Chriſt, as the omni- 
potent and eternal Ruler, whom he terms, a rod 
growing out of David, called the ftem of Jeſſe; and a 
bleſſed ſprig of righteouſneſs coming forth out of bis 
roots," as a tender plant out of a dry ground. 

He means the conception of Chriſt; that, under 


we vine agency of the Holy Ghoſt, there ſhall 
, | come 
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come forth a holy and bleſſed ſeed, that, while 
righteouſneſs is looking down from heaven for ſatis- 
faction, truth ſhall ſpring out of the earth and give it. 
A branch ſhall grow out of his roots; ver. 1. The 
prophet here propheſies of the glorious fulneſs of 
the Spirit that ſhould reſt upon him. Chriſt, as a 
king, was to have dominion from ſea to ſea, and from the 
river unto the ends of the earth; and, to qualify him for 
the government of his kingdom, and to ſubdue his 
enemies, the Spirit of wiſdom ſhall reſt upon bim. 
As a'prophet of his church and people, he ſhall 
reveal the myſteries of heaven, and make plain the 
path of life; and he is qualified for this with the 
Spirit of underſtanding. 
And, for the office of an advocate for his dhe | 
he is furniſhed with the ſpirit of counſel. 5 
As the foundation of his church, the ſpirit of kus 
ſhall reſt upon him. 
As he is ordained to be the judge of quick and 
dead, the ſpirit of knowledge ſhall reſt upon him; and, 
as a ſervant in covenant character, the ſpirit of the 
fear of the Lord ſhall be upon him. ——{f am a 
maſter, ſays God, where is my fear? The anſwer is, 
Chriſt, as a ſervant, ſhall fear him all his days: the 
ſpirit of the fear of the Lord ſhall reſt upon him, ver. 2. 
Thus the humanity of Chriſt was anointed with all 
the fulneſs of the Holy Ghoſt ; grace was poured 
into his lips indeed, and he was full of grace and 
truth ; his own proper deity inhabited that body, 


£ ang; a ſevenfold unction abode upon it. 


* 
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He next treats of his omniſcience. He ſhall not 
judge after the fight of his eyes, neither reprove after the 
hearing of his ears; ver. 3. But, as the ſearcher of 
all hearts, - he ſhall judge and reprove according to 
their thoughts; as was verily fulfilled, in his miniftry, 
when there came a company to him ſaying, Maſter, 
aue know that thou art true, and teacheſt the way of God 
in truth, neither careft thou for any man; for thou regardet 
not the perſons of men. Tell us, therefore, What thinkeſt 
thou? Ts it lawful to give tribute to Ceſar, or not? 
Matt. xxii. 16, 17. There was not a word amiſs in 
all this. They told the Saviour that they knew he 
muass true, and that he taught the ways of God truly; 
that he was not afraid of the faces of men; and they 
aſked him if it was lawful to pay tribute to the Roman 
emperor, who was no better than a uſurper over 
them. Where was the harm in all this? I anſwer, 
there was none; but the omniſcient Saviour knew 
their drift was to drag ſomething out of his mouth 
that would amount to treaſon ; and, if they could 
have caught that, then they would have been the 
firſt to have accuſed him to Herod of treachery, and 
delivered him up to his authority, and ſo have e-, 
poſed him to all the ſeverity of the ſecular power. 
But Jeſus, knowing their thoughts, ſaid, Why tempt ye 
me, ye hypocrites ® Here the dear Redeemer did not 
judge after the hearing of his ears; if he had, in 
all probability he would have judged charitably, 
for there was nothing amiſs in theit words, But, to 
confute them by their own acts and deeds, he ſaid, 
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Shew me the tribute money; and, when they brought 
it, he ſaid, Whoſe is this image and ſuperſcription ? 
They ſay unto him, Cęſar s. Is it Ceſar's? Did not 
God at firſt reign over you? and did he not, in the 
wilderneſs, levy many tributes on you, to ſhew you 
that your obedience and loyalty was due to him 
only ? But whoſe image and ſuper ſeription is this? They 
ſay unto him, Ceſar's. How came you under the ſceptre 
of an heathen monarch? Is this his image? Why 
then, if his image and ſuperſctiption go current 
among you, you allow of his government; and it is 
a proof that you have caſt off the ſceptre of God; 
Render therefore io Ceſar the things that are Ce/ar's, 
and unto God the things that are God's, 

Thus it appears that Jeſus did not judge after the 
fi ght of his eyes, nor reprove after the hearing of his 
ears; but, as the omniſcient Jehovah, he judged _ 
according to the baſe hypocriſy of their hearts, 

But with righteouſneſs ſhall he j judge the poor; ver. 4. 
By the poor underſtand the poor in ſpirit; ſuch as are 
ſtripped of their. own ſuppoſed merit, brought in 
debtors by the law of God and conſcience, chaſed 
from all confidence in the fleſh, brought to hunger 
and thirſt after righteouſneſs, and humbled to beg 
the bread of heaven at mercy's door, 

And be ſhall ſmite the earth with the rod of his mouth; 
ver. 4. By the rod of his mouth underſtand the 
power of his preached word. The Lord ſays, I have 
ſmitten Ephraim, and he is gone on frowardly in the way 
of his heart : : * the iniquity of his ee was I 


_ wroth, 


10 An Innocent Game for Babes in Grace. 


eproth, and ſmote him. I hid me, and was wproth. Iſa. Ivii. 
17. That is, God ſmote him with the words of his 
mouth, and hewed him by the prophets. Hol. vi. 5. 

And, after God had thus wounded him, he brought 
him back, and bound up his broken heart. I have 

een his ways, and will heal him; I will lead him alſo, and 
reſtore comforts unto him and to his mourners. Thus he 

ſmites ſome, and then heals them again; as it is 
written, Deſpi/e not thou the chaſtening of the Almighty, 
for he maketh ſore, and he bindeth up; he woundeth, and 

Bis hands make whole. Job v. 17, 18. 

By the breath of his lips underſtand the ſpirit that 
attends the word of the Lord, and that ſlays the old 
man of ſin; and, on the other hand, that makes the 
word of God a ſavour of death unto death to all that 
maintain an impious rebellion againſt the light. 

And righteouſneſs ſhall be the gir dle of his loins; ver. 5. 
This repreſents the Saviour as a Juſt God ; that he 
will appear ſtrictly juſt both as a ſaviour and as a 
judge: as a ſaviour he will anſwer every demand to 
Juſtice by paying a perfect obedience to every pre- 
cept of the law, and then ſubmitting himſelf to 
death, as the juſt ſentence of God, denounced againſt 
man for fin. Death is the ſentence of God, man is the 
ſubje& of this ſentence, and fin is the cauſe. By fn 

came death. The Saviour ſubmitted himſelf to death 

ſpiritual by taking our fins, and by being made a 
curſe; to death eternal by the departure of God from 

him. Why haſt thou forſaken me ? To death temporal 
when his ſoul was ſeparated from his body. He made 

| | bis 


An Innocent Game for Babes in Grace. 41 


his ſoul an offering for fin. Having thus ſatisfied juſ- 
tice, he is ſtrictly juſt when he juſtifies his own elect; 
and, as the judge of quick and dead, he. will be 
ſtrictly juſt in executing the ſentence which the law 
denounces againſt the wicked. — 

By girdle underſtand his cloſe ib. to the 
adminiſtration of mercy to the elect, and of vr ſee 
to the reprobate. | 

Aud faithfulneſs the girdle of his rei ns. Ver. 5. By 
reins, or kidnies, we may underſtand the deep counſels 
and ſecret purpoſes of the Saviour; that his immut- 
able mind and will, and the ſecret thoughts of his 
heart toward his own people, are braced or girded 
about with all the faithfulneſs and veracity of Deity. 
The wolf alſo ſhall devell with the lamb. By wolf un- 
derſtand perſecutors that devour the ſheep of Chriſt; 
ſuch as Paul was, who appeared to fulfil his father's 
character Benjamin ſhall raven as a wolf, Gen. xlix. 
27. Paul was one of that tribe, and did deſtroy ſome 
of the Lord's ſheep; and would have deſtroyed more, 
if ſovereign grace had not arreſted him on the road; 
but afterwards he lay down at ihe feet of the Lamb 
of God, and became as meek and gentle as any 
| lamb of his fold. 
And the leopard ſhall lie down with the kid. By the 
leopard we may underſtand a phariſee who is eleanſ- 
ing himſelf (Jer. xiii. 23), and yet rebelling fiercely 
Againſt the fountain that God has appointed to 
cleanſe. However, ſome of this ſtamp have been 
humbled, and brought to ſubmit to and find reſt in 

| | . -—=ThE 
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the dear Redeemer, and to lie down -with the 82. 
vour's kids in the ſhepherds' tents. Cant. i. 8. 
And the calf and the lion, &c. By calf we may un- 
derſtand young growing Chriſtians thriving in grace. 
—T hey ſhall grow up as calves of the ftall. Mal. iv. 2. 
And by lions, fierce oppoſers by nature, but brave 
goſpel champions when fortified and panoplied by 
grace: in ſhort, they ſhall all herd together; and a 
little child;or a babe in grace, hall lead them into the 
knowledge of the truth, under the Spirit's influence. 
Such were the apoftles, who are called littte children 
and babes.—Thou haſt hid theſe things from the wiſe and 
Fane and haſt revealed them unto babes. Mat. xi. 25, 
© The cow and the bear ſhall feed, &. Ver. 7. By the 
cow we may underſtand, in a figurative ſenſe, a 
| goſpel nurſe (1 Theſſ. ii. 7), or a miniſter of con- 
ſolation; fuch as Paul was, who fed the Lord's in- 
fants like a wet nurſe; as it is written, I have fed you 
with milk, and not with meat, Jo ye were v=o able to 
bear it. 1 Cor. iii. 2. | 
Young Chriſtians, being called grow!ing calves, are 
ſaid to deſire the ſincere milk of God's word, that 
they may grow thereby. 1 Peter ii. 2. Hence a ten- 
der miniſter, holding forth the ſweet nouriſhment of 
the goſpel, may be compared to a good cow. 


Miniſters, becauſe of their hard labour in the | 


goſpel yoke, are ſometimes compared to oxen; and, 
in their character of nurſes who feed with milk, why 
not to coros alſo? Read Iſa. vii. 21. 


The bear ſometimes in ſcripture fignifies @ wicked. 
Cn. | ruler 
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ruler over the poor people, Prov. xxviii. 15. How- 
ever, ſome ſuch have been called by grace. Kings 
have been made nurſing fathers, and queens nurſing 

mothers. Iſa. xlix. 23. And their nurſeries have 
been brought to lie down becalmed and compoſed 
in goſpel reſt and quietude, 

And the lion ſhall eat firaw like the bullock. Ver. 7. 
I am inclined to think this lion repreſents a ſinner 
whom the goſpel has left in his unregenerate tate, 
unkumbled, becauſe he is ſet forth as feeding, not 
lying down; and his food 1s ſtraw, not the green 
paſtures of Chriſt's ſheep, Pſal. xxiii. 2. Feeding 
on ſtraw is no better than the prodigal's huſks, 


which I take to be the doctrines of men. 
2dly, It may denote a falſe teacher, who feeds 


on the apoſtaſy of hypocrites, who are the refuſe of 
the Lord's floor, ſtraw and ſtubble being the fuel of 
an harveſt; ſo hypocrites are the ſtraw and ſtubble 
which God's threſhing inſtruments beat off, Iſa. xli. 
15; and which the fan generally ſcatters, Mat. iii. 113 
and which the day of wrath will conſume as ſtraw or 
ſtubble, Mal. iv. 1. However, the lion and his trau, 
the /erpent and his duſt, are all coupled together in 
the word of God. The lion ſhall eat ffraw like the bul- 
lock, and duft ſhall be the ſerpent's meat. Iſa. Ixv. 25, 


Having briefly paraphraſed down to my text, 1 
will arrange my thoughts under the following heads; 
Firſt, Deſcribe the gameſter a child. 
2dly, His breaſt—he being a ſucking child. 

Jay, 
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3dly, The ſubje& of the game —an aſp. 
Athly, The play-ground—the hole of the aſp. 
Sthly, and laſtly, The rules of the mow 


” ind Whoſe child is this, that Autres to put its 
hand on the hole of the aſp? I anſwer, It is God's 
child: no child can play with ſafety at this hole but 
a child of God. 

The next inquiry will be, How do we become 
children of God! ? J anſwer, firſt, by eternal election; 
and therefore we are called a choſen ren 
1 Pet. ii. 9. a 

Adly, By pre- adoption. And, becanſe ye are ſons, 
God has ſent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, 
orying, Abba, Father. Gal. iv. 6. 

_ - - gdly, By regeneration. God, who from end 
4 > a willed our adoption in Chriſt, begets us by his 
word, under the prolific operations of his Spirit 
operating and working with it. God of his ozon twill 
Begat us with the word of truth. James i. 1B. 
The word comes to the elect, not as the word of 
man, 1 Theſſ. ii. 15; not in word ouly, but in power, in 
the Holy Ghoſt, and in much aſſurance. 1 Theſſ. i. $. 
When this is the caſe, the word, under the operation 
of the Spirit, becomes a ſpiritual embryo; or, as Pe- 
ter terms it, an incorruptible ſeed; being born again, 
not of corruptible ſeed, but of incorruptible, by the word 
of God, that lives and abides for ever. 1 Peter i. 23. 

Under the quickening influences of the word and 

Spirit the ſinner is brought to a ſpiritual ſenſe. of 

| 7 ” „ his 
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his ſtate ; he feels the ſeverity of the law, the terrors 
of God, and the fears of death. Theſe generally en- 
tangle the quickened ſinner more or leſs. The ever- 

bleſſed and glorious Trinity are jointly concerned in 
this work of quickening the ſinner, God gave us 
life in Chriſt Jeſus; Chriſt is the reſurrection and the 
life; and the Holy Ghoſt appears the Spirit of life, 
and quickens us to feel our need of the bread of God 
that came down from heaven as you ſee in the parable 
of the prodigal ſon, who cried out, I periſh with hun- 
ger, and yet was convinced there was enough of the 
bread of life in his father's houſe. Thus God gave 
us life in Chriſt Jeſus, and the Spirit quickens'us to 
feel the need of it, and in time leads us to feed on it. 
The word of God does not quicken unleſs the 


Spirit attend it, Some hold the truth in unrighteouſueſs, 


and the goſpel comes to ſome in word only; bur, 
when Jeſus ſpeaks to the ſinner's heart, the Spirit 
of God applies the word, and life and power are 
felt. The words. that I ſpeak unto _ are Hiri and 
they are life. | 
It is true the Pſalmiſt ſays, 7. bis i is my comfort in 
my afliclion, thy word hath quickened me; yet he owns 
the Spirit of God as the life of that word, as appears 
by his prayer, Take not thy boly Spirit from me. 
Under this powerful ſenſation the will is humbled, 
and ſweetly inclined to chooſe the better part. Thy 
people ſhall be willing in the day of my power. The 


| ſoul longs for reconciliation with his offended God; 


and the word of God at times gives a little encou- 
ragement 


„ An Innocent Game for Babes in Grace. 
ragement to faith and hope; but freſh diſcoveries of 
fin, attended with Satan's temptations, encourage 


doubts, fears, and unbelief. Thus the ſoul labours 


between feeble faith and unbelief, languid hope and 
Qlaviſh fear. This is the travail of the ſoul that 1s 
quickened, and drawing near his delivery; as it is 
written, A 7woman when ſhe is in travail bath ſorrow, 
becauſe her hour is come : but, as ſoon as ſhe is delivered 
of the child, ſbe remembereth no more the anguiſh, for joy 
that a man child is born into the world, Aud ye now 
therefore have ſorrow : but I will ſee you again, and Jour 
beart ſhall rejoice. John xvi. 21, 22. | 
Under this ſpiritual travail the ſoul is kept i in ſpi- 
ritual activity: every power is in motion after God, 
though it has ſuch a burden of imaginary and real 
e vils towade through. I commune with mine ocon heart, 
end my ſpirit made diligent ſearch, Pal. Ixxvii. 6. 
The world, with its trifles, is deteſted, and the 
one thing needful will be uppermoſt. The trouble 
& his mind crucifies him to popularity, and ſecret 
retirement beſt ſuits the frame of his heart: this 
keeps him from his old companiens; the word of 
God becomes his hourly ſtudy and meditation ; and 
a ſaving knowledge of God is the ultimate defire 
of his ſoul. Through defire a man, having ſeparated 
himſelf, ſeeketh and intermeddleth with oy wiſdom. 
Prov. xviil, I, | 
At times 4 light hint 3 on * 5 and 
then hope perceptibly riſes in the mind; but, when 
theſe rays are withdrawn, fear ſinks the ſoul again. 
| * hus 
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Thus light and daiknefs, hope and fear, faith and 
unbelief, ſtruggle together as with a woman in hard 
labour; as it is written, Lord, in trouble have they 
viſited thee; they poured out 8 prayer when thy cbaſten- 
ing was upon them. Lite as a woman with child, that 
 adraweih near the time of | her delivery, is in pain, and © 
crieth out in her pangs; /o have we been in * Abi, O 
Lord. Iſa. xxvi. 16, 17. | 
At times this labour abates, and an inſenfible 
1 takes place; benumbing eaſe ſtupifies the ſoul, 
and renders it careleſs, until ſome freſh contracted 
guilt rouſes the mind; then-troubleſprings up again, 
all the bearing pangs come on afreſh; and the ſtrug- 
gling is ſtronger than ever. Indeed the awakened 
ſinner is afraid of carnal eaſe; he is afraid of ſtop- 
ping ſhort, and fo failing of tbe grace of God. Heb. xii. 
15. He would ſooner ſtruggle through the worſt of 
difficulries than be left to go back to his former 
courſe of wickedneſs; for he knows the reality of 
God's wrath againſt fin by what he feels, and dreads 
the thoughts of falling as a polluted finner into the 
hands of the living God. This 1sthe labour, more or 
lefs, of thoſe that are born again, or born of the Spi- 
rit; and labour they do until perfect love, Zion's 
beſt midwife, appears, and drawsthe foul through the 
inflexible ſtraits of binding fear and ſtubborn unbe- 
lief. He that feareth is not made perfect in love, for pers 
fet love cafteth out fear. 1 John iv. 18. When love has 
done this the birth is clear. For love is of God, and 
| * one bn loveth is born of Cod, and knoweth God. 


B | 1 John , 
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1 John iv. 7. Thus the word of God occaſions the 

conception; the Spirit of God quickens the ſoul; faith 

and hope bring to the birth; and love revealed 

gives ſtrength to bring forth. The new- born ſoul is 
like one that is juſt awaked from a dream, or fancies 

bimſelf juſt ſprung from the womb into a new world; 
as it is written, His fleſp ſhall be freſber than a child's; he 

* return to the days of his youth. Job xxxiii. 23. 

Old things are now paſſed away with ſuch an bappy 
ſana and all things are become new. 2 Cor. v. 17. 
Hie finds his impenitent heart esd diffolved, 

and ſoftened to receive the law of faith written by 
the Spirit; his hardneſs is removed, and an heart 
of fleſh is given, agreeable to the promiſe, a new 
heart alſo will I give you. Ezek. xxxvi. 26. 

The ſpirit of love inflameg him, the ſpirit i truth 
inſtructs him, the Hpirit of faith perſuades him, and 
the /pirit of ſupplication helps him in every approach 
to God, And a-new ſpirit will J yy within Js: 
*Ezek. xxxvi. 26. 5 GÞ 7 

The mind of the new-born ſoul is likewiſe em- 
ployed in ſweet meditation ; his views are enlarged 
as he meditates, bis ſoul is enriched with the pro- 
miſes, and eſtabliſhed by faith in the immutability 
of the covenant : this fills his ſoul with an holy tri- 
umph, and his tongue is employed in expreſſing his 
rapturous thoughts, They ſhall po with nero 8 
Mark xvi. 17. | 

This new heart is the: Saviour new N and 
the new ſpirit is the new wine. Nerv wine muſt be put 

into 
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| into new bottles, and both are preſerved. Mat. ix. 17. 
And indeed ſometimes the Chriſtian finds it as Elihu 


expreſſes it, Behold, my belly is as wine which hath nd 
dent; it is ready to burſt like new bottles. Job xxxii. 
19. When this is the caſe of the happy foul he 
ſpends his rich income in holy converſation, or in 
ſinging the praiſes of his ſweet Redeemer. Aid he- 
hath put a new ſong in my mouth, even praiſe unto our 
God. Pſalm 1x. 3. In ſhort, the new born ſou] ſees 
with new eyes, walks 1 in a new way, and . 
with a new community. 5 
HFaving treated of the birth of this child, I come 
now to ſpeak of the child- like diſpoſition or this 
little gameſter. h 
Firſt, He is of a reachable remper. They ft 
down at thy feet ; 3 every One. ſhall receive of * N62 


Deut. xxxiii. 3. 
Secondly. He is tractable; the n deſpicable 


;oftriſibbick (in the eyes of man), if his converfation _ 
and counſel be evangelical, may lead him. Thus Cor- 
nellus drops on his knees to receive a divine meſſage 
from the mouth of poor Peter the fiſherman ;z which 
appears little better than idolatry, But, as an angel 
from heaven had ordered him to ſend for Peter, we 
have reaſon to believe he viewed him as God's 
oracle; for ſalvation to Cornelius and his houſe was 
to be delivered from Peter's mouth. Peter takes 
him up; declares himſelf no more than a man; and 
directs the bended knee to God, whom Peter per- 


fonated, and whoſe ambaſſador he really WAS. 
B 2 Thirdly. 


* 
A 4 . X 
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Thirdly. He is meek and quiet, which divine 
ornaments bedeck the ſoul, and are in the fight of 


God of great price. The meek will he guide in Judg- 


ment; the-meek will he teach his way. Palm xxv. 9. 

Fourthly. He is fimple in his devotion and in 
bis deportment; he pays no reſpect to religious 
pomp and parade; external ſhews of godlineſs are 


lightly eſteemed by him. He makes the good will 


of God in Chriſt Jeſus his rule, the Son of God his 
plea, and the promiſe of God the warrant of his 
faith and foundation of his hope. Remember thy 


Word unto thy ſervant, upon which thou haſt cauſed me 


zo hope. Plalmr cxix. 49. 

He is ſimple in his deportment. He is ſo de- 
meaned, that he eſteems all others better than himſelf. 
He longs to repreſent the grace of God in all its 


luſtre, and is grieved when any heavy croſs probibits 


bis appearing divinely cheerful x, he is perpetually 
guarded by filial fear, and is afraid of opening the 
mouth of fools, or expoſing the cauſe of God to 
contempt; dreads the thoughts of being a ſtum- 
bling-block to the coming ſoul, or of being a par. 


tern to the preſumptuous. of 


_.- Fifthly. He has no truſt in himſelf. He goes forth 
in the Lord's ſtrength, engages his (| piritual adverſa- 
Ties in the Lord's name, and ſim ply leans on his re- 


7 vealed arm, as a child on the arm of its nurſe. Hold 
thou me 75 and I 7 be ſa fe. Pſalm cxix, I 17. 


1 come : now 10 treat of the breaſt 1 this; b ole 


$4 
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gatneſter. We muſt be born again, and nouriſhed 


with divine conſolation, before we preſume to in- 
vade the frontiers of an aſp, much leſs to play a game 


on his hole. 


It is the ſucking child that hall play « on the hole of : 


N aſp, and the weaned child that ſhall x his 
| hand on the cockatrice den, 595 
The child muſt be weaned from the ki of 


the world, from the love of fin, from confidence i in 


the fleſh, and from the ſociety of wicked company, 
before he dare put his hand on this hole. - 
The neu- born ſoul finds a ſtrong affection going 


out after God, which flows from a ſenſe of God's 


love to him. Hence the word of God becomes his 
| ſoul's delight, prayer his higheſt privilege, and com- 
munion with God the quinteſſence of all his fidelity. 


The Bible is read as his heavenly Father's will. By 


faith he proves his ſonſhip; and his ſonſhip gives 
him a goſpel right and title to the divine legacy; 
for he 1 is an heir of promiſe, and conſequently an 
heir to every bleſſing promiſed, which all centre in 


this, namely, that he is an heir of God, as his only ; 


portion, and a joint heir with Chriſt, to all i intents 
and purpoſes, Rom. viii, 17. 
Milk is the effence of herbage, and God? s word is 


compared to green paſtures; and the bleſſings con- 


| tained in the word are called the ſincere milk of i it, 
when they are preached and applied with goſpel ſin- 
cerity. As new-born babes, de efire the fincere milk of the 
| word, that Je may grow thereby. 1 Peter ii. 2. 
| 0 Every 
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Every promiſe that is applied by the Holy Ghoſt 
diſcharges its divine refreſhings to nouriſh hope, 
ſtrengthen faith, and to encourage an holy famili- 
arity with a reconciled God in Chriſt Jeſus. 
\- Promiſes are Zion's breaſts, with which all her in- 
fant progeny are nouriſhed ; and every eſtabliſhed 
' ſoul in Zion is willing to lend the bearing arm, and 
to hold forth the full-fraught breaſt to the fimple 
ſoul that is born again of God. And the babe in 
grace will draw in the comforts and inſtructions as 
faſt as the tender nurſe can bring them forth ; as 7 
is written, T bat ye' may ſuck, and be ſatisfied with the 
breaſts of her conſolation ; that ye may milk out, and be 
delighted with the abundance of her 75 'If a, Ixvi. 11. 
Let f it be obſerved that Th 
None but juſtified perſons « can feed a balk in 
grace with wholeſome food, Prating lips and barren. 
hearts afford no nouriſhment to the child of God, 
Zion muſt be juſtified by faith, and enjoy goſpel 
peace herſelf, before ſhe can draw out the goſpel 
breaſt to her offspring. As it is written . Tor thus 
faith the Lord, Behold 1 will extend peace to her like a 
river, and the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing Arcam. 
Then ſhall ye fuck; ye ſhall be borne upon ber Hes, ond 
| dandled upon ber knees. Ifaiah Ixvi. 12. 5 
"=P heſe divine comforts are an unction to ny un- 
derſtanding, a rapture to the affections, and a forti- 
fication to the whole foul; as the prophet ſpeaks, 
Aud when ye ſee this your heart ſhall rejoices, and your | 


bones Je e as an Mets, Hanh Ixvi, 14. 
h come 
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I come now to deſcribe the object of the ſport. 
The object to be ſported with is an aſp. T 
ſucking child fhall play on the hole of the aſop. 
The aſp, or aſpic, is a moſt dangerous reptile, 
very numerous in the great deſerts of Arabia, and in 
Ethiopia, and was well known in the Holy Land. 
They are a kind of ſerpent, or adder, very ſmall, 
curiouſly marked on the back, are very wiſe and 
ſubtle, apt to bite; and ſo venomous, that it is almoſt 
impoſſible to cure their bite. The venom which it 
conveys with its teeth ſpreads its contagion fo faſt; 


that, unleſs a remedy be ſpeedily procured, it is al- Ss 


moſt impoſſible to ſtop the infection. The venom 
of this creature is dreadful in its operations; it has a 
benumbing, ſtupifying, and intoxicating nature; it 
exhauſts: the animal ſpirits, withers the frame, and 
ſpeedily draws the ſufferer into a ſtate of inſenſibi- 
lity; inſomuch that it lulls him into the final ſleep 
of death, by a kind of lethargy. It cauſes a ſwelling 
as it runs, and has as bad an effect on the intellects 
as it has on the blood. There is no venomous 
creature ſo fatal in its bite, unleſs it be the ſcorpion. 
$0 much for the hiftry; 1 come now n 
myſtery of the aſp, _ Ki 
This aſp, in the myſtery, is the devil, ts] is af! 
called a ſerpent, Iſa. xxvij. 1; and an adder, Pfaltn . 
xci. 13; becauſe of his wiſdom, Mat. x. 6; his 
ſubtlety, Gen. iii. 2; his crooked turns, Job xxvi. 133 
bis dreadful bite, Eccl. x. 113 and the helliſh con- 


tagion gb. ba. that ſpreads. its 6: SIGH infection 
tt. B 4 throughout 
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| throughout both body and ſoul. It benumbs the 


conſcience, hardens the heart, ſtupifies the mind, and 
lulls the ſinner faſt aſleep in his ſin; and, if grace 
prevent not, ſends him out of the world in an au ful 
b in n 0 He liſts 1 his Jes, N in 
torment. # 
Wben that 8 e hs devil ſeduced Evi he 

: choſe the moſtſubtle creature in the. brute creation to 
diſguiſe himſelf in; and he purſues the ſame ſcheme 
now; for he pitches upon the ſubtleſt and wiſeſt 
men to ſupport his intereſt in the world. Men in 
eccleſiaſtical or civil power, of great learning, great 
parts, quick turns, and nervous reaſonings, are gene- 
rally the devil's tools to ſpread his nets, and enſnare 
the ſouls of men. Hence it is that God has poured 
ſo much contempt on the wiſdom. of this world, as to 
make their underſtanding fooliſhneſs. And the Sa- 
viour thanked bis Father for hiding the goſpel from 
the wiſe and prudent, and for revealing it unto babes. 
In times of darkneſs Satan works men up to prac- 
tiſe all manner of debauchery, oppreſſion, and cruel- 
ty, and to deal deſtruction round them im a thouſand 
formsy but, when the light of the goſpel appears, 
then he ſtirs men up to perſecute, and to ſpread his 
errors: by the former he labours to ſtop the progreſs 
of the goſpel, and by the latter to mingle lies with 
it; and generally conveys his venom by thoſe who are 

| falſely called goſpel miniſters. Such are the Armi- 
nians, who diſcover the ſerpent's wiſdom by produc- 
ing mor e the devil did when he deceived 
34. 5 | Fo Eve, 


* 
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Eve, and yet perverting the plaineſt truths; they diſ- 


cover the crooked workings of the ſerpent by their : 


ſerpentine wriggling, firſt out of truth into error, 
then out of error into truth. Sometimes, by their 
words, you would think they were in Chriſt, and 
ſoon after you will perceive them to favour of nothing 
bur fleſh and blood; hold up and confeſs one doc- 
trine at one time, then turn about again, and tear it 
all down. This is the crooked ſerpent. They have 
made them crooked paths, whoſoever gveth therein ſhall not 
know'peace. Ia. lix. 8. At times they hold for the 
blood of Chriſt as ſhed for all the human race, and 
then by and by tell you that thoſe waſhed in it may 
be damned. This is the ſpirit of error that intoxicates. 
Look not thou upon the wwine when it is red, zuben it giveth 
His colour iu the cup, when it moveth itſelf aright; at the 
laſt it biteth as a ſerpent, and it ftingeth like an adder, 
Prov. xxiii. 31, 32. They diſcover the deafneſs of 
the {ſerpent by being hardened againſt all reproof, 
ruſhing on in the face of every faithful witneſs, and 
ſpitting their venom at the brighteſt teſtimonies. 
They are like the deaf adger that foppeth her ear; which 
will not -hearken to th# voice of charmers, *. 
never ſo wiſely., Pſalm lviii. 4. 

They diſcover the ſubtlety of the ſerpent, by. con- 
cealing their inward principles until they have inſi - 


nuated themſelves into your affections; and then they + 


will bring them forth a little at a time, as you can 
' ſwallow them down; and, leſt you ſhould ſuſpect the 
devil to be in them, they contend vehemently for 


* 


* Ti 
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good works and holineſs of life. Under this maſk 
they convey the bane of Satan to your heart. This is 
the ſubtlety of the devil, beguiling ſouls. by falſe 
teachers, as Paul ſays, But I fear left by any means, as the 
. ſerpent beguiled Eve through his ſubtlety, ſo your minds 
ſhould be corrupted from the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt. 
2 Cor. xi. 3, 4. So much for the aſp, I come now 
to treat of his hole on which the child is to play. 
In the verſe out of which my text is taken you 
read of a cockatrice den, and that the weaned child 
ſhall put its hand on that. The cockatrice and the 
aſp are both ſerpents; and there is but very little 
difference between them. The cockatrice' den is a 
| falſe preacher's hearty and the Solid the e aſp is a 
bees: preacher's mouth. FN RN 346 e, 
The Saviour called . . of falſe teach» 
ers ſerpents and vipers. Je /erpents; ye gentration of 
© vipers, "bow con ye eſcape the damnation of hell? "Mat, 
xxili. 33. He called them ſerpents becauſe the old 
| ſerpent; the devil, was in them. Satan keeps his court 
it the heart, which is his palace. Luke xi. 21. 'The 
devil worketh in the hearts of the diſobedient. Eph. ii. 2. 
And the unrenewed heart is the ſerpent's den. There 
it is that he works up all his deſtructive compounds; 
and ſends them forth in the open blaze of goſpel 
light; chat, while ſome precious ſouls ſimply receive 
WE ary wine of the kingdom of God, and rejoice in 
it, theſe inſtroments of Satan ſecretly hold all their 
venom; as Moſes ſpeaks of ſome of the Iſraelites, 
who Brough away the Egyprian gods with them, 
- ang 
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and ſecretly carried on an infernal familiarity with 
devils, practiſing magic art. For their vine is of the 
vine of Sodom, and of the fields of Gomorrah : their grapes 
are grapes of gall, their cluſters are bitter : their wine 


is the poiſon of. dragons , and the cryel venom of aſpi. 
It is called the vine of Sodom, as ſpringing up from 


Satan, the root of wickedneſs; ; bitter cluſters, becauſe 


they imbitter the heart, and fill it with enmity againſt 
God and his ſovereign will ; wine, becauſe it in- 


toxicates the ſoul, ſtupifies the conſcience, blinds the 


underſtanding, confuſes the judgment, andemploys 
the tongue in nothing but inconſiſtencies, contradic- 
tions, and mere nonſenſe. 


As wine ſets people to ſtaggering, e prat- 


ing, wrangling, and whoring, ſa errors ſer people a 
ſtaggering at the truths of God, boaſting of human 


merit, prating againſt thoſe that are orthodox, wrang- 


ling with ſimple ſouls, and to committing ſpiritual 
fornication againſt the Lord. Errors lead the heart 
of the deceived to an infernal conjunction with the 
devil himſelf. Hence it is called wine of fornication. 

Popery! call the mother of whoredoms, and the 


Arminian body her younger ſiſter; and ſuch I be- 


lieve in my conſcience they will appear in the great 


day; for I can ſee no more difference between Po- 


piſh principles and the principles of Arminianiſm, 
than I can between my two eyes. The church of 
Rome is ſaid to make people drunk with the wine 
of her fornication; that i is, the ſpirit of error; as it 


is written, I zoill Hetu ans thee the PIE of the 
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great whore. with whe the 1 kings of the earth have 
committed fornication; and the inhabitants of the "earth 
babe been made Hank with the Wine A. her JOE : 
Rev. Xvii. T, 8 n mg co hg 
Thus the ſpirit of error is mY to make men Uri ak, 
as Milton repreſents the i intoxication of Adam and 
Eve. Afterthey had taken their fill of forbidden fruit, | 
they thought they felt new divinity ſpringing up 
* within them,“ until their falſe drop conveyed the 
bane of guilt! into their conſcience, and then they ſaw 
their nakedneſs, and began, „as he repreſents, i their 
*©yain conteſt; that found no end. oF So Zophar repre. 
ſents the falſe joys and airy flights of the deceived 
bypoerite. The trinmph of the wicked is Port, ant the 
| 7 of the bypocrite but for a moment. T, houg V his er- 
ce ncy (mark that!) mount up to the babe, and his 


7 head reach 1210 the clouds, „ Het he ſhall periſh for ever. 


Though wickedneſs be fevert i in bis mouth, though he hide 
ii under his tongue, el his meat in bis bowels is turned, i 
75 the gall of aſps within him. Job XX. 5, 6, 12, 14. | 
And, as he loves ſuch nouriſhment, God ſays he 
hall bave no breaſt to ſuck, but that; and, as he fed 
on the vi iper' 8 bane, he ſhall be deſtroyed by the vi- 
per's tongue. E ſhall fuck the foiſon of 4s; ; the 
viper s tongue ſhall flay him, Job xx. 16. 

Hence it appears that the falſe preacher* $ mouth 
is the hole, of the aſp; and the tongue of ſuch a de- 
ceiver conveys the very venom of the devil, with his 
doctrine, which lies concealed under his tongue; as 
it is written, They have ſharpened their tongues like a 
ferpent ; ; adders' poiſon is under their lips, Pfalm cxl. 3. 
4 And 
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And to this agrees the apoſtle Paul Miib their 
tongues they have uſed deceit : the poiſon aſos is under 
_ their lips. Rom. iii. 13. It is called wine of fornica-' 
tion, becauſe it ſeduces men from the covenant of 
grace, which i is a covenant of wedlock, and alienates 
the affections from God, inſtead of attracting them to 
bim, and in the end leads ſouls into an affinity with 
the devil himſelf ; as it is written, Surely as a wiſe 
treacherouſly departeth from her huſband, ſo have ye dealt 
treacherouſly with me, O houſe of Iſrael. Jer. iii. 20. 
And pray how was this done? - by perverting their 
way, and forgetting their God (Jer. iii. 2 1), until God 
was broken jth their wwhoriſh heart which departed from 
him, and with their eyes that went @ whoring after their 
idols. Ezek. vi. 9. Falſe prophets lead to falſe doc. 
trines, falſe doctrines lead to falſe gods; and their 
falſe gods led them to falſe devils, and devils led 
them to hell. And ſo it is now; for, if you obfcure, 
or caſt a falſe light upon any eſſential truth, you ob- 


ſeure an attribute of God that fhines in that truth; * 


for all his perfections ſhine in his word; and hence 
it is that he has magnified his word above all bis name. 
Pſalm exxxvili. 2. And, by obſcuring God's truths,” 
or ſetting, them forth in a falſe light, they have ob- 
ſcured the tremendous and illuſtrious attributes of 
the MOST HIGH AND ETERNAL Go. 

1can prove, from the Arminian writings, that they 
have beclouded three parts out of four of the reveal- 
ed perfections of the ALMicaty. None have gone 
| farther | in this work than they, except the Atheiſts, 
who, 
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who, by denying the being of a God, have, in fact, 
denied themſelves all ſenſe, reaſon, and motion, and 
laboured to prove themſelves in a ſtate of annihila- 
_ tion; for God's exiſtence and man's exiſtence ſtand 
or fall together, according to ſcripture, For in him 
| we live, move, and have our being. Acts xvii. 28. 
* If the truths of God are obſcured, the perfections 
of God are obſcured, and God is repreſented in a 
falſe light; and conſequently I am Jed to entertain 
falſe ideas of God, and to ſet up a falſe god in my 
own imagination, which will float and vary juſt as I 
do. Thou thoughteft that I was altogether ſuch an one 
as thyſelf ; but T will reprove thee, and ſet them in order 
| - before thine eyes. | Now confider this, ye that forget God, 
left I tear you in pieces, and Rs be none to 151 ver mw: 


Pim . 215 22. 


_Haviog created of the child, of his breaft, of the 
aſp, and of his bole, I come now to treat of the ſport = 
; that may warrantably be made of this aſp, and of the 
' . rules of the game, which I take to be five-folds _ 
_ Furſt, We may whip hin with the ſcourge of the 
tongue. . | | 
_2dly, We may treat t him with i irony. | 
zaly, We may lay our hands on the tak, and 
deſy his power. 
Athly, We may ſtop up he bole if we can. ü 
Sthly, We. may ſer fire to the hole, and run away. 


nz by the light of it. 


| Firſt, We may whip this aſp with the oke. of 
as 


- 
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the tongue, as the prophet Iſaiah did. He calls them 
fooliſh paſtors and ſhepherds, that cannot under land. He 
pays no regard to their hoary heads, their venerable 
appearance, nor to the honour they aſſume. He 
paſſes over both their age and their honour without 
any reſpe& to them, becauſe the word of the Lord 
was againſt them. Therefore the Lord will cut off from 
Tj ael both head and tail, branch and riſb, in one day. 
The ancient and honourable, be is the head ; and the pro- 
phet that teacheth lies, be is the tail. For the leaders of 
this people cauſe them to err; and _ that are led ef 
them are deſtroyed. Ila. ix. 14—16. 

John, in his Revelation, desu one of Satan's 
prelates with the title of key-keeper, or porter of hell. 
And unto him cas given the key of the bottomleſs pit. Rev. 
ix. 1. In the ſecond verſe he tells us that the buſi- 
neſs of this prelate was to let out the ſteam of the in- 
fernal regions, in order to darken the ſun and air. 

By the ſun underſtand the glorious rays of Chriſt in 
his goſpel, and by the air the ſweet breezes of the 
Holy Ghoſt. When this ſmoke had blinded the eyes 
of them that believed not (2 Cor. iv. 4), there ſprung 
up a troop of locuſts, empowered to uſe the ſting 
and venom of the ſcorpion. Here John compares 
falſe teachers to locuſts, a defpicable inſect; and 
their power to that of a ſcorpion, one of the moſt 
odious, dangerous, and venomous, creatures in the 
whole world. And there came out of the ſmoke locuffs 5 
pon the earth; and unto them was given power, as the 


e . * the earth have Jonny Rev. ix. 3. 
| Their 
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>. Their- intention was to deſtroy or root out the 
word of God, and to deſtroy by their errors every 
plant of righteouſneſs that the Lord's right hand had 
planted, Ifa. Ixi. 3. But their power was limited, 
for they were commanded-not to hurt the graſs, nor 
the. trees; but only thoſe men tohich have not the feal of 

God Spirit upon them. Rev. ix. 4. | 

Tue dreadful flaſhes of conſcience thoſe es. 
that imbibed their principles are repreſented by the 
ſcorpion's ſting ; but, when their conſciences were 
hardened, theſe gradually wore off. They ſball be tor. 
mented five months; and their torment was as the tor-/ 
ment of a ſcorpion when he ftriketh a man. Ver. 5. The 


- 


ſhapes of theſe locuſts were compared unto. horſes 
prepared unto. battle, becauſe of their undaunted 
courage, being hardened againſt God through the de- 
ceitfulneſs of fin, Heb. iti. 133 and ruſhing upon their 
own deſtruction, as the thoughtddle horſe does into 
the battle, Jer. viii. 6. Þ 

They are er e, as having crowns of 8 

| tt to ſhew that they were authoriſed and 
protected by government; or it may denote that 
they were all princes who reigned in their various 
principalities, under the infernal ſceptre of Satan; as 
it is written, Aud they had a king over them, which is 
the angel of the bottomleſs pit, whoſe name in the Hebrew 
tongue is Abaddon (or one that deals deſtruction); but 
in the Greek tongue he hath his name Apollyon, one that 
tries to root out and deſtroy all that is good, Ver. 11. 
uw farther en them as BING only the 
faces 
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faces of men; that is, all that they are allowed to 
have of manhood about them; all the reſt is effemi- 
nate, brutal, and deviliſh ; as it is written, Aud they 
| had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth were as the 
teeth of lions (ver. 8), to ſhew their buſineſs was to 
_ devour fouls under the lion of the bottomleſs pit, who 
is ſaid to be going about ſeeking whom he may devorr. 
1Pet. v. 8. Their main armour, it ſeems, is an 
hardened conſcience, which John calls a breaſt- plate. 
And they had breaſt-plates, as it were breaſt- plates of iron 
| (ver. 9), which Paul calls a conſcience ſeared with a hot 
iron. 1 Tim. iv. 2. In ſhort, the aſp, by the falſe pro- 
phet, deals in three things: he ſcatters the ſparks 
of ſpiritual wickedneſs, ſpreads his darkneſs to blind 
men's underſtandings, and fo leads them on in fin to 
his own deſtructive reſidence; as it is written, Aud 
out of their mouths iſſued fire, * and * 


Rev. ix. 17. : 
Jam now to treat of the FE” branch of this 


head, namely, that we” 3 treat a falſe prophet 
with irony. . 

This was the manner in which grave - Elijah treat- 
ed the four hundred falſe prophets of Baal. He 
wanted them to prove the exiſtence of their god, and 
the power of their faith, by an anſwer to their prayers; 
as it is written, Aud it came to paſs about noon, that 
Elijah mocked them, and ſaid, Cry aloud. The prophets 
wanted more fervour in their devotion, and a little 
more lip labour. Cry aloud, faith he, for he is à god; 
either he is talking, or he is purſuing, or he is in a jour- 


f 
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_ ney 3 or peradventure he Jeepeth, and my be awoke 
1 Kings xviil. 27, , 

In like manner did the Saviour treat the Jewiſh 
blind guides in his days, who were always cavilling 
at him, and oppoſing his miniſtry, He ſent them to 
ſeek friendſhip and ſhelter in Mammon, the god of 
wealth; figuratively the devil, the god of this world. 
For they deſpiſed and rejected the Saviour, who came 


to reconcile God and man, and ſo to bring about a 


glorious friendſhip by his death. And, as they re- 
fuſed reconciliation by him, he ſends them to ſeek. it 
_ elſewhere. Aud F ſay unto you, make to your ſelves friends 
' of the mammon of unrighteonſneſs, that when ye fail they 
25 receive you into everlaſting habitations. Luke xvi. . 
_  gdly. We may lay our hands on me a of 958 | 
aſp, and defy his power. | 
putting our band on the coekatriee den $onifies, 
that we ſhould bear a faithful witneſs againſt the de- 
ceitful heart of a falſe prophet; for all falſe doctrines 
ſpring out of the heart. T. hey propheſy anto you a falſe 
vifion. Jer. xvi. 14. T 2 our a viſion of their UL 
Heart. Jer. xxili. Vos” 
a The heart of a Chriſtian is the palace of the Holy 
Ghoſt ; but the heart of a falfe prophet is the den of 
the cockatrice, The real Chriſtian has the law of 
truth and the law of kindneſs on his tongue; but the 
falſe prophet hath the poifon of aſps under his lips; 
therefore we muſt put our hands on the den, that is, 
ue muſt bear witneſs againſt them; as it is written, 


F there be found amoug Ju, 01/000 any of your gates, 
I | . dubiab 
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wohich the Lord thy God giveth thee, man or woman that 
hath wrought wickedneſs in the fight of the Lord thy God, 
in tranſgreſſing his covenant, and hath gone and ſerved 
other gods, and worſhiped them, and it be told thee, and 
thou haſt heard of it, and inquired diligently, and behold it 
be true, and the thing certain, that ſuch abomination is 
wrought in Iſrael, then ſhalt thou bring forth that man or 
that woman, which hath committed that wicked thing, 
unto thy gates, even that man or 2woman. The hands of 
the witneſſes ſhall be fir ſt upon him, and afterwards the 


bands of all the people. Deut. xvii. 1—7. 


Thus we are to lay our hands, and to bear witneſs, 
againſt any ſetter- up of new gods, and againſt any 
who try to eclipſe the glory of the Ancient of Days; 
as it is written, If thy brother, the ſon of thy mother, 
or thy ſon, or thy daughter, or the wife of thy boſom, or 


thy friend, which is as thy own ſoul, entice thee ſecretly, 
| Ming. Let us go and ſerve other gods which thou haſt 


not known, thou, nor thy fathers, thou ſbalt not conſent - 
unto him, nor hearken unto him; neither ſhalt thine eye 


pity bim; neither ſbalt thou ſpare bim; neither ſhalt thou 


conceal him : thy hand ſhall be fir ft upon him, becauſe le 
hath ſought to thruſt thee away from the Lord thy * 


who brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from the houſe 


of bondage. Deut. xiii. 6, 8, 10. In ſhort, we are to 
lay our hands, and to bear our teſtimony, againſt 
this aſp, wherever he appears, whether it be io a 
| prelate or in à curate; and that | is as much as we are 


able to do. 
It is not in our power to aer this aſp, or his 
C 2 PM works ; o 
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works; that is the work of our great Lord and 
- Maſter. Nor are we to venture at the hole of the 
aſp in our own ftrength, or in our own name. Satan, 
that waged war in heaven, defies all human power. 
If we. remember that awful battle, we ſhall not dare 
toengage without the grace of God; and,though we 
know that he will torment and deceive mankind 
when we have done our beſt, yet we are to lay our 
hands on him, and bear a faithful witneſs againſt him, 
and that is all; as it is written, Lay thine hand upon him, 
remember the battle, do no more. Job xli. 8, 
1 come now to the fourth branch of this head of 
| | diſcourſe, which is, that we may ſtop up the hole 3 
3 ET 1 the aſp if we can. | | 
| I The hole of the aſp L have W to be a ale | 
| | as s mouth; and i it is from this hole that Satan 
has ſent all the errors that are now in the world ; all 
the poor ſinners that have gone down to the grave 
with a lie in their hands (Iſa, xliv. 20) have been de- 

a ſtroyed from this hole of the aſp; therefore we may 
warrantably ſtop the hole up if we can. When we 
hear men ſay that they are perfect and clean from 
all indwelling ſin, and that there is ſuch a ſtate of 
perfection to be attained in this life, we may tell tbem 

that they ſpeak lies (Iſa. lix. 3); for, if we jay we have 
not finned, we make God a liar (1 John i. 10); and, if we - 
| fay we have no fin, we deceive ourſelves, and the truth is 
| not in us. 1 John i. 8. When we hear men open their 
=}; mouths at this rate we muſt bring ſcripture proof, 
; and ſtop up the hole. But ibe mouth of them that "_ 
| 
| 


— 


* 
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When we hear preachers ſpeaking againſt the im- 
puted righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, 280 contending 
for their own legal obedience as a ſufficient righte- 
ouſneſs to juſtify them before God, we mult not al- 
low it, but exclaim againſt ſuch impious boaſting of 

their wretched merit; becauſe the Saviour will not 


allow even his apoſtles, upon whom his grace was ſo 
abundant; to boaſt; no, not even of the fruits of their 1 


faith. Men ye have done all theſe things, ſay ye, we are 


unprofitable ſervants. Luke xvii. 10. From hence we 


may conclude that all men, who boaſt of their merit, 


are under the law; and we muſt bring forth the law 


in its ſpiritual meaning, and ſhew its ſpiritual de- 
mands; as it is written, Noto eve know that whatſoever 
things the law ſaith, it ſaith to them who are under the 
law; that every mouth may be ſtopped, and all the world 
may become guilty before God. Rom. iii. 19. 


Whenever, or. wherever, this aſp opens a hole, we 
muſt labour to ſtop it up; we muſt not be idle when 


the aſp is buſy ; z we ſhall often find men of corrupt 
minds, creeping into houſes, leading captive filly women ; ; 
telling them that religion lies in a plain cap, or in a 
Jong narrow bonnet, and delivering lectures againſt 
a ſnuff-box, and nurſing their pride by ſetting them 
up as claſs-leaders ; inſtead of preaching up the ſove- 

reign grace and Spirit of God. Chriſt calls ſuch 
preachers fly-catchers ; z theyſtrain at a guat, and fwal- 
low a camel, Many filly women are led away by 
theſe errors; ever learning, but never able 10 come 10 the 
knowledge of the truth, 2 Tim. iii, 7. | 


C3 | The 
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Il̃)!he main drift of falſe teachers is to overthrow the 
faith of young beginners, ſetting them to deſpiſe or- 
thodox preachers, and the glorious doctrine of elec- 
tion and predeſtination; and, when they are harden- 
ed in errors, they deſpiſe and ridicule theſe revealed 
truths of God. Therefore we are commanded zo bold 

al the faithful word as we have been taught, that we 
may be able, by ſound doctrine, both to exhort and to con- 
vince the gainſayers : for there are many unruly and vain 
talkers, and deceivers, ſpecially they of the circumciſion 
(chat is, workmongers), whoſe mouths muſt be topped, 
| who Jubvert whole bouſes, teaching yy” which they 
ought not. Titus i. 9—11. 

It is true, the faithful ſervants of God may ſome- 
times ſee their flocks ſcattered and corrupted by falſe 
teachers, and they may ſeem to thrive in their de- 
ceivings, inaſmuch as the true prophets may be 
broken-hearted under and amazed at it, as you read 

in Jeremiah, Chap. xxvili. Notwithſtanding this, their 

| deviſed fables ſhall not ſtand ; nor ſhall they deſtroy 
the elect of God in the end, though they may deceive 
the reprobate and themſelves; and this is often made 
- manifeſt when their errors entangle them in the re- 
vealed wrath of God, until they break out into open 
rebellion againſt the light, and then they are left to 
ſtagger on in darkneſs, and grope like the blind for 
the wall, even while the Sun of Righteouſneſs ſhines 
1 his full ſtrength. We may be ſure of this, that 
Sd will ſave the poor in ſpirit from being deſtroyed 


„„ by their r mouth ; as it is winden, He FR” the 
5 SY . | devices 
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devices of the crafty, ſo that their hands cannot perform 
their enterpriſe. He taketh the wiſe in their own crafti= 
meſs, and the counſel of the froward is carried headlong. 
They meet with darkneſs in the daytime, and grope in the 
noonday as in the night. But he faveth the poor from the 
ſword, from their mouth, and from the hand of the mighty, 
4 that the poor hath hope, and ntquity n. her 
mouth. Job v. 12—16. 
I come now, as was propoſed, to ſpeak to the laſt 
branch of this general head of diſcourſe, namely, 
that we may ſet fire to the hole, and run ſafely 
away by the light of it. 
The Spirit of God operates as a C pirit of ;addiont 
and as the ſpirit of burning, in the fouls of the elect. 
He kindles the flame of love in the affections, and a 
holy zeal according to knowledge in the mind, and 
ſhines like a ſun-beam in the underſtanding, by his 
burning and ſhining rays. It is the Holy Ghoſt that 
makes a miniſter a flame of fire. Heb.i. 17. Nor is 
this the bleſſed privilege of minifters only, but of the 
whole houſehold of faith; for the Spirit of God is 
promiſed to all the choſen ſeed {Ifa.lix.22); a mea- 


fure to each to profit withal, We may hold forth 


God's flaming truth at the hole of the aſp; we are 
not to ſpare the aſp, let him appear where he may; 
if he ſuggeſt evil to Peter, we may ſay, Get thee be- 
hind me, Satan. 1 know that an erroneous preacher. 
and a hearer of errors are the hardeſt of any to work 
upon, eſpecially when the cockatrice has kept poſ- 
ſeſſion of thei impenitent heart ſo long, and bent their 

C4 EEE. 
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tongue like a bo to ſhoot lies, inſtead of being va- 
liant for the truth. Jer. ix. 3. Vet ſome ſuch as 
theſe have been brought to underſtand and to ac- 


knowledge the truth as it is in Jeſus, They alſo that 


erred in ſpirit ſhall come.to underſtanding, and they that 

murmured ſhall learn doctrine. Iſaiah xxix. 24. 
Wben God's word comes with power to the ſinner's 

heart, it ſoon demoliſhes that cockatrice den; and, if 


the ſpirit of burning operates, the aſp is ſoon burnt 
out of his hole. God's word is ſufficient to break the 


heart, and to burn out the aſp. I not my word like as 


4 fire? ſaith the Lord; and like a hammer that breaketb 


the rock in pieces? Jer. xxili. 29. I have been an eye 


and an ear witneſs to ſeveral fouls who formerly al- 


lowed the aſp to carry on his buſineſs in their mouths, | 
who have been brought, after all, to confeſs: the real 


truth, and exult in it, under the ſweet influences of 


ſovereign grace, Oh, it is ſweet to ſee the aſp burnt 


cout of his hole by the glorious flame of electing and 


everlaſting love. God has often condeicended to 
own and bleſs the labours of his faithful ſervants 
eyen tp do this. I have known ſeveral very ſtiff ad- 
vocates for free-will and other popiſh trumpery, 


Who have cavilled againſt election and imputed 
rigbteouſneſs vehemently, that bave been brought 
off from free- will by a ſtorm from Sinai, and to 8. 


embrace ſoyereign grace, and be thankful for it, 


And, when I have ſeen them ſhine in the truth, and 
burn in the love of 1 it, I haye ran joyfully away by 


the light of it. 5 
1 The 
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The elect of God may, at their firſt ſetting off, 


and while under legal convictions, be toſſed about 


with various errors; and the Arminian ſcheme is as 
well adapted (perfection excepted) to pleaſe thoſe 
that are working for life as any ſcheme that ever 
the devil invented. But of this we may be aſſured, 
that the elect of God will never be finally deceived, 
nor ſhall the ſmoke of Satan ever extinguiſh the fire 
of truth. The word of God ſhall deſtroy all the 

doctrines of men, the maintainers of them, and the 
adherents to them, it grace prevent not; as it is 
written, For the houſe of 1/rael and the houſe of Fudah 
have dealt very treacherouſly againſt me, ſaith the Lord, 
They have belied the Lord, and ſaid, It is not he; neither 
ſhall. evil come upon us. And the prophets ſhall become 
wind, and the word is not in them; thus ſhall it be done 
unto them. Wherefore thus ſaith the Lord God of heft, 


Becauſe ye ſpeak this word, behold, I will make my words © 
in thy mouth fire „and this people 200d, and it ſhall de- 


zour them, Jer. v. 11—14. We are commanded to . 
contend earneſtly for the faith that was once deli- 
vered to the ſaints; and, if we do this, we muſt 
contend for the glory of the ever- bleſſed Trinity; 
for the glory of all the revealed perfections of the 
godhead, that their glory may not be eclipſed; we 


muſt contend for every eſſential truth of the bible, 
and for the Spiric's work on the ſouls of God's elect. FE 


This is the duty of every Chriſtian: and, if any of 
our oppoſers be of the choſen ſeed of Iſrael, God 
will in his own time bring them out; but, if they 


* 


e 
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are of the houſe of Eſau, the goſpel will be a ſavour 
of death unto death to them, and in the end conſume 
them; as it is written, Aud the houſe of Jacob ſhall be 
a fire, and the houſe of Joſeph a flame, and the houſe of 
Efau for ſtubble, and they ſhall kindle in them and devour 
them; and there ſball not be any remaining of the houſe 
of Eſau; for the Lord hath ſpoken it. Obad. 18. 
There are many deluded fouls, that fight deſpe- 


75 meh againſt the truth, who have got the fire of God's 


wrath within them ; and conſcience fights as much 
againſt them as they fight againſt the truths of God. 
It 1s the duty of every Chriſtian to contend for the 
truth; and we ſhall be ſure to ſet fire to the hole one 
way or other; for, if the fire of eternal love never 
purifies them, the flames of wrath will ſurely torment 
them. The Saviour is both a refiner's fire, and a con- 
ſuming Jirea Propitious Oo and a dreadful 

judge. 

The ſucking child foul ity on Fit hole of the aſp. 
When we find that there are no ſigns of reclaiming 
theſe enemies of truth, they being hardened againſt 
all reproof, we may turn the tables againſt them. 
He that being often reproved hardeneth his neck ſhall ad- 
denly be deftroyed, and that without remedy. Prov. xxix. 
1. By turning the tables againſt them I mean, that, 

while they are raging againſt the decrees of God, we 
may prove to their faces that they are at the ſame 
time fulfilling them; yea, while ſuch are kicking 
againſt election and predeſtination, they are all the 
while fulfilling the pre-appointments of God ; as it 
5 5 4 08 
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is written, To «whom coming as unto a living ſtone, diſal- 
lowed indeed of men, but choſen of God and precious. 
IW herefore is it alſo contained in the ſcripture, Behold, I 
lay in Sion a chief corner ſtone, ele}, precious; and he 
that believeth on him fhall not be confounded, Unto you 
therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which 
be diſobedient, the flone which the builders dijallowed, the 
ſame is made the head of the corner, and a ſtone of tum- 
bling, and a rock of offence, even to them which flumble 
at the word, being diſobedient; whereunto alſo they were 
appointed. 8 . are 4 ae e. 1 Pet. li. 
TOO 8 
But to . is Cbriſt a flumbling-fone ? I anſwer, 
to meril-mongers. They want to climb to heaven 
without being brought in debtors to grace, Jeſus 
Chriſt refiſteth them, agreeable to his word: We 
Lord refiſteth the proud. 1 Pet. v. 5. 
Jeſus Chriſt will allow a preacher to be a worker 
together with himſelf, in diſpenſing the word of his 
grace, becauſe the feet of the preacher carry the 
meſſage, and the preacher's tongue delivers it. We 
then are workers together with him. 2 Cor. vi. 1. But 
the Arminian wants to be a co-partner with him in 
the work of juſtification, God fays, No;—Jeſus ſhall 
magnifythe law, and make it honourable, Iſa. xlii. 2 I, 
And by his knowledge. ſhall my righteous ſervant juſtify 
many. Ifa. liii. 11. The Arminian wants to be a co- 
worker with the Holy Ghoſt in the work of ſanctiſi - 
cation. The Lord of Hoſts ſays, No.— Not by might, 
x | n 
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nor by potber, but by my Spirit. Zech. iv. 6. The 


Arminian wants ſome ground to boaſt on, and to 
have the honour of coping the building with ſinleſs 
perfection. The Lord God and Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ſays, No. He ſhall bring forth the head. 
tone with ſhoutings ; and finners ſhall cry, Grace, grace 
(not works), unto it. Zech. iv. 7. In ſhort, they will 
not enter by the door, andhe will not let them climb up 
any other way. They want to help him out in his 
work, that they may ſhare in his glory; and he 
deems them thieves and robbers ; and ſays, He will not 


| give his glory to another. This is the dreadful dif pute 


that is going on between the Lord and them. 
Thus Chriſt is an impediment in their way; they 
cannot ſubmit to him, and he will not bow to them. 
His ſovereignty is an impediment in the way of 
free will; particular redemption lies in the way of 
natural affections; his imputed righteouſneſs is an 
impediment in the way of human merit; and free 
grace is an impediment in the way of pride, becauſe 
it cuts off boaſting. Thus the Saviour becomes a 
ſtumbling-ſtone inſtead of a foundation (1 Cor. iii. 
11); and a rock of offence inſtead of a ſtone of help. 
1 Sam. vii, 12. He is called a rock of offence be- 
cauſe of his ſtability, it being impoſſible. for thoſe 
offended at him ever to move him. T hus Chriſt is 
a rock in the way of ſelf-righteous ones; cavilling 
at him, as an impediment in their way, is called 
tumbling; ; and being offended at him! is like ſeeking 
8 revenge 
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revenge on a rock that has thrown us down, by kick- 
ing at it; at which labour we are ſure to wound our- 
ſelves, but never to move or hurt the rock, But you 
will ſay, Is it not ſtrange that people ſhould oppoſe 
the glorious truths of God, that ſhine like a ſun 
throughout the ſacred ſcriptures? Not at all: they 
fight againſt ſovereign love, becauſe they know it 
never was ſhed abroad in their hearts by the Holy 
Ghoſt; therefore they preach up an univerſal love; 
that, as they have no aſſurance of an intereſt in the 
former, they may include themſelves in the latter, 
being a doctrine of their own. So, if imputed righte- 
ouſneſs had ever been applied to them, they would 
have boaſted of it, as all poor ſaved ſinners have 
done who were found in it; bur, as they are ſtrangers 
to the enjoyment of this robe, they hold faſt their 
own web: ſo, if the atonemeht of Chriſt had ever 
been applied to their conſciences, they would con- 
tend for the redemption of Chriſt's ſheep only, as all 
the faithful miniſters of Chriſt have done; but, as 
conſcience tells them this never was their bappy caſe, 
they preach up univerſal redemption, or elſe they 
would exclude themſelves. Hence it is that they 
ſtrengthen one another's hands with their lies, and ſo 
keep matters together as well as they can: for, if 
they give up their untempered mortar, and con- 
ſcience ſtands to it that they never have mixed real 
faith with the truth (Heb. iv. 2), they would throw 
down their own wall. However, God has promiſed 

a . | Why 
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to throw it down for them. Thus will J accompliſh 


m wrath upon the wall, and upon them that have daubed 


it with untempered mortar: and will ſay unto you, The 
wall is no more, neither they that daubed it. Ezek. xiii. 15. 
Let them turn which way they will, they fulfil 
| thoſe very decrees that they fight againſt, Are ſome 
offended at the fovercigaty of Chriſt, and at his ele&? 
and do they teach others to be offended at them? 
They fulfil the decree—7? muſt needs be that offences 
come; but wo be to that man by whom the offence cometh, 
Matt. xviii. 7. Do they ſtumble and fall? They 
fulfil the decree — Aud many among them fhall tumble, 
and fall, and be broken, and be ſnared, and be taken, Ifa, 
viii. 14, 15. Do they make ſport of the truth, and 
wanton with the grace of Godto their own condemn- 
ation? They fulfil the decree — For there are certain 
men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to 
_ this condemnation. Jude, ver. 4. Do they rage and 
ſtorm as ſoon as they hear a preacher advance the 
truth? They fulfil the decree — From rhe time that it 
' goeth forth it ſhall take you; for morning by morning ſhall 
it paſs over; by day and by night; and it ſhall be a vexa- 
tion only to underſtand the report. Iſa. xxviii. 19. Do 
they plunge farther and farther into errors, notwith- 
ſtanding all that is ſaid to reclaim them? They fulfil 
the decree—But evil men and ſeducers ſhall 2wax worſe 
and worſe, deceiving and being deceived. 2 Tim. iii. 13. 
And, when they cry out, © I will never believe ſuch 
doctrines,“ mY fulfil the decree—Btbold, ye de- 


Jpiſers, 
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ſpiſers, and wonder and periſh; for I work a work in 
your days, a work which ye ſhall in no wiſe beliove _— 


a man declare it unto you. Acts xiii. 41. 

In ſhort, God's word ſhall be fulfilled even by 
the wicked as well as by the juſt. Iſrael muſt abide 
in Egypt till the iniquity of the A:inorites was full, 
Gen. xv. 16. Chriſt ſent apoſtles and wiſe men to 


be perſecuted by the wicked, that they might fill up 


the meaſure of their fathers. Matt. xxiii. 32—35. 
And, if men receive not the truth in the love of it, 
God has promiſed to ſend ftrong delufions, that 


they ſhall believe a lie. 2 Theff. ii. 11. If men turn 


to wicked ways, tbe Lord ſball lead them forth with 
the workers of iniquity. Pſal. cxxv. 5. And, if a man 
fall by his lies a victim to wrath, it is the portion of 
a wicked man from God, and the heritage appointed unto 


kim by God. Job xx. 19. And, if hell is the eternal 


habitation of the deceiver, it was anciently built 
for him; for Tophet is ordained of old; yea, for the 
king it is Frepared, as well as tor the ſubject. Ifa, 
N. OS 

Men may cara the Jeenees of God, and 
fight againſt them; but they ſhall never overthrow 
them, nor run from them. The deſtiny of the ſin- 
ner as well as the faint is fixed; Tophet is ordained 
of old, as well as Mount Zion. God made all 
things for his own glory, and God's end will be 
; anſwered whether men are ſaved or loſt, He made 
«ll things ud himſelf, Yea, even the” wicked Jor the day 


of 
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of evil. Prov. xvi. 4. There is therefore a decreed 
vengeance for the wicked, as well as a decreed 
glory for the righteous ;' and I believe God's fixed 
gulfs and firm decrees will never be moved, nei- 
ther by men nor devils. He worketh all things after 
the counſel of his own ill; therefore his wiLLs and 
SHALLS muſt abide for ever. 
J add no more. os 


a . THE END. 
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